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Policy Recommendation: Promote Sustainable Hybrid Event 

Participation Models at EU Level 

 

Recommendation 

European-level institutions should promote and support hybrid event models that prioritise environmentally 

sustainable participation, by enabling in-situ attendance for participants who can travel using low-carbon 

transport options, while encouraging remote participation through European-developed digital collaboration 

platforms for those who would otherwise rely on air travel. 

 

Elaboration 

Events in the MICE sector generate significant environmental impact, particularly through long-distance 

travel. At the same time, full digital substitution risks reducing interaction quality, informal exchange, and 

collective learning. Findings from the MICENE framework indicate that hybrid interaction models, when 

deliberately designed, can balance ecological responsibility with meaningful participation and collective 

intelligence. 

Policy Actions 

European institutions are encouraged to: 

1. Incentivise low-carbon physical attendance, prioritising participants who can travel by rail or other 

environmentally acceptable transport modes. 

2. Support high-quality remote participation by investing in and endorsing European-developed video 

collaboration and hybrid event platforms, ensuring data sovereignty, interoperability, and 

accessibility. 

3. Integrate sustainability criteria into EU funding schemes for events, explicitly linking travel mode, 

participation format, and environmental impact. 

4. Encourage hybrid interaction design, ensuring that remote participants are not passive observers but 

can actively contribute to discussions, decision-making, and co-creation processes. 

5. Promote best-practice guidelines for hybrid events that combine ecological responsibility, interaction 

quality, and inclusiveness. 

6. Provide incentives to local governance units to support hybrid events through financial and 

organisational support. 

Expected Impact 

This approach reduces the carbon footprint of international events while preserving their social, educational, 

and economic value. By combining selective physical presence with robust digital participation, EU-

supported events can serve as models of sustainable, inclusive, and resilient interaction, aligned with Green 

Deal objectives and Europe’s digital sovereignty agenda. 

 

 


